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OUNDLE, 


April  15th,  1920. 

To  the  Chairman, 

Irthlingborough  Urban  District  Council. 

Sir, — 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1919. 

The  arrangement  of  the  subjects  is  laid  down  in  an  order 
prescribed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  population  census  of  1911  was  4,630,  estimated  by 
the  Registrar  General  to  the  middle  of  1919  as  5,220,  and  I 
expect  that  the  census  of  1921  will,  owing  to  immigration, 
give  a much  higher  figure. 

The  occupation  of  the  inhabitants  is  entirely  industrial. 
Boot  manufacture  is  the  main  business  of  the  place,  but  there 
are  also  two  large  tanneries,  and  cement  works,  and  also  large 
Ironstone  quarries  owned  by  the  Ebbw  Yale  Iron  Works. 

The  births  for  the  year  numbered  73,  giving  a rate  of 
14.3.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  being  18.1.  Of  these 
births  46  were  boys  and  27  girls.  The  disproportion  is  to 
some  extent  altered  by  the  fact  that  the  boys  seem  more 
difficult  to  rear.  Five  of  the  boys  died  within  a year,  and 
only  one  girl. 

I am  sorry  to  say  that  one  birth  in  twelve  was  classed  as 
illegitimate. 

The  deaths  numbered  50,  giving  a rate  per  thousand  of 
9.97.  The  same  rate  for  England  and  Wales  being  13.8. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  were  as  follows  Whoop- 
ing Cough  1,  Diphtheria  2,  Tubercular  Diseases  10,  Cancer  7, 
Pneumonia  3. 
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Water. 
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Overcrowding. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

The  water  supplied  by  the  Town  Works  is  of  good  quality 
(constant)  and  the  amount  is  sufficient  for  all  purposes.  We 
are  gradually  closing  the  old  wells.  Three  of  these,  affecting 
30  houses  were  done  away  with  last  year,  and  Town  water 
laid  on. 

t 

The  pollution  of  the  Back  Brook  caused  by  the  effluent 
discharged  from  Messrs.  Hatton  Shaw’s  Chrome  Tanneries 
again  engaged  the  serious  consideration  of  your  Council. 
I understand  that  it  is  practically  decided  to  conduct  the 
effluent  into  the  sewers,  but  negotiations  are  not  finally 
concluded.  This  would  terminate  a long  standing  subject 
of  discussion. 


Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
for  the  Year  1919. 


To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


Sir, — 


I hereby  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ending  31st 
December,  1919. 

In  accordance  with  the  requirement  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  the  district  has  been  regularly  and  systematically 
visited  during  the  year. 

Fifty-one  nuisances  were  found  to  exist  and  abated 
without  a statutory  notice  being  served.  There  is  at  times 
a difficulty  in  getting  work  done  on  account  of  scarcity  of 
labour.  On  several  occasions  the  Council’ s workmen  have 
had  to  do  the  work  in  abating  nuisances  complained  of. 

The  following  is  a tabulated  Statement  as  required  by 
the  Ministry  of  Health. 

This  cannot  be  remedied  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  dwelling 
houses.  There  are  135  houses  in  Irthlingborough  with  more 
than  one  family  living  therein, 
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Dirty  houses,  caused  by  dirty  tenants  ...  6 

Defective  drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

Defective  W.C.’s  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Defective  Roofs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Defective  Water  Supply  (wells  closed)  ...  3 

Other  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Total  Houses  examined  ...  ...  ...  114 


Number  of  Notices  Issued. 

(1)  Statutory  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(2)  Preliminary  or  Letters  ...  ...  ...  57 


60 


Nuisances  found  to  exist 

Nature  of  Defects. 

Defective  Roofs  ...  5 

Dampness  ...  ...  8 

Dirty  and  dilapidated  11 
Defective  (Closets)  ...  14 

Polluted  Wells  (Closed)  3 

Other  nuisances  ...  17 

58 

Under  Housing  Acts  ...  49 

Total  Nuisances  found  107 


in  the  above  or  in  other  houses  : 

No.  Remedied. 

Roofs  repaired  ...  5 

Now  remedied ...  ...  8 

Renovated  throughout  11 
Put  in  repair  ...  ...  14 

Town  supply  laid  on  27 

houses 

Abated  ...  ...  17 

82 

Under  Housing  Acts  49 

131 

Nuisances  abated  ...  131 


Cowsheds,  Dairies,  Slaughter  Houses,  Workshops, 
Factories  and  Bakehouses  have  been  regularly  visited  and 
inspected.  Any  defect  pointed  out  was  remedied  forthwith. 


Surprise  Visits  were  paid  to 

Works  in  progress 
Workshops  and  Bakehouses 
Cowsheds  and  Dairies 
Nuisances  (previously  found) 

Infectious  Diseases 


32 

19 

23 

38 

47 


Total  Visits  paid 


1 59 
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The  following  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  notified  : 
Diphtheria  5 cases  (2  deaths)  Scarlet  Fever  15,  Typhoid 
Fever  2. 

One  case  of  Pneumonia  (fatal).  Nine  deaths  from 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

Every  case  was  visited,  a good  supply  of  disinfectants 
etc.,  being  supplied.  Dwellings  were  all  fumigated  and  the 
infected  rooms  renovated  throughout.  After  the  deaths 
from  Tuberculosis  and  other  deaths,  bedding  was  destroyed 
and  compensation  paid. 

Father  more  has  been  done  during  the  present  year  under 
the  above  Acts.  With  regard  to  the  recent  Acts  of  1919  it  is 
interesting  to  note  that  old  property  may  be  taken  over  by 
the  Council  and  put  in  repair. 

Inspections  under  the  Housing  Acts. 

No.  of  Houses  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

No.  of  Houses  unfit  for  habitation  ...  ...  17 

Closing  Orders  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

No  of  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

without  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  ...  17 

No.  of  houses  demolished...  ...  ...  ...  2 

No.  of  houses  renovated  under  Section  15  ...  7 

The  principle  defects  found  were  dampness,  bad  roofs, 
dilapidated  walls  and  ceilings,  broken  grates,  defective  floors, 
windows  and  doors,  and  dangerous  chimneys. 

No  new  houses  have  been  built  during  the  year.  One 
huge  leather  factory  is  nearing  completion,  and  extensions 
have  been  made  at  five  factories. 

The  following  is  the  result  of  the  analysis  taken  by  Mr. 
William  Elborne,  City  Analyst,  Peterborough,  during  the 
year.  The  analysis  indicates  a very  hard  water,  but  wholesome 
for  drinking  purposes  and  domestic  use. 

The  back  brook  which  receives  the  drainage  and  effluent 
from  Hatton,  Shaw  & Co.  is  in  a most  filthy  and  polluted  state. 
An  application  has  been  made  to  the  Council  asking  them  to 
make  the  necessary  arrangements  for  taking  their  effluent 

into  the  public  sewers.  Negotiations  are  still  pending. 

• 

The  milking  cows  are  regularly  inspected  by  Certified 
Veterinary  Surgeon,  who  reports  to  the  Council  every  three 
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months.  No  case  of  Tuberculosis  has  been  reported  during 
the  year. 

Practically  the  whole  of  the  meat  consumed  in  Irthling- 
borough  is  inspected  at  Wellingborough  by  a Certificated 
Inspector  before  it  is  distributed  through  the  Town  ; but 
during  the  warm  weather  many  complaints  were  received 
as  to  the  condition  of  the  meat.  Although  on  one  or  two 
occasions  the  meat  looked  very  inferior  in  quality  I could  not 
certify  same  as  being  unfit  for  food. 

On  three  occasions,  however,  quantities  of  tinned  fruits, 
fish,  milk,  and  other  tinned  foods  were  examined  and  found 
unfit  for  food.  These  were  voluntarily  surrendered  and 
destroyed. 

No  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  dealing  with  any 
of  the  owners  or  occupiers,  and  in  only  3 cases  was  it  necessary 
to  serve  Statutory  Notices. 

I beg  to  remain, 

Yours  obediently, 

GEORGE  BAYES. 


The  work  of  the  Inspector  has  been  efficiently  performed, 
and  I am  much  indebted  to  him  for  his  thorough  knowledge 
of  the  District,  and  for  his  willingness  to  help  in  every  way. 

The  Milk  Supply  is  reported  to  be  sufficient,  and  of  good 
quality.  The  cows  are  inspected  regularly  by  a Veterinary 
Surgeon. 

The  amount  of  infection  was  not  serious,  and  was  a con- 
siderable improvement  on  the  previous  year.  Two  cases  of 
Enteric  Fever  were  seen  in  a house  in  Victoria  Street.  The 
disease  did  not  spread  in  Irthlingborough,  but  another  inmate 
of  that  house  went  to  Barrow-in-Furness,  and  was  notified 
with  Enteric  by  the  Medical  Officer  for  that  District. 

Five  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified,  of  which  two 
proved  fatal.  Swabs  were  taken  from  these,  and  also  from  a 
number  of  suspects  and  sent  to  the  Clinical  Research  Associa- 
tion for  Bacteriological  examination. 

I have  always  got  a plentiful  supply  of  anti-toxin,  and 
can  let  the  medical  men  have  some  at  once. 
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Twelve  cases  of  Scarlatina  were  seen  spread  over  Augus' 
September  and  October,  but  it  was  of  a mild  form. 

Undoubtedly  Tuberculosis  is  the  worst  trouble,  not  onl 
in  Irthlingbo rough,  but  throughout  most  of  the  country. 

Shoemaking  towns  have  a bad  name  in  this  respect  fo 
which  factory  conditions  must  to  some  extent  be  held  res 
ponsible. 

Last  year  there  were  ten  deaths  due  to  Tuberculosis  ii 
your  district ; in  other  words,  one  death  in  every  five  was  dm 
to  this  cause.  When  it  is  remembered  that  the  fatal  case 
are  nearly  all  young  persons,  and  that  there  are  also  a numbe 
permanently  invalided  from  this  cause,  the  seriousness  o 
the  matter  will  be  at  once  apparent.  The  remedy  should  b< 
found  in  improved  conditions  of  life,  better  houses,  airy  anc 
well  lit  factories,  and  good  food. 

Throughout  the  country  we  are  working  for  these  things 
but  slowly,  too  slowly,  to  see  much  result. 

There  is  no  Isolation  Hospital  in  the  District,  and  II 
advised  your  Council  to  try  to  make  an  arrangement  with 
the  Wellingborough  Isolation  Hospital  Authorities  for  the 
reception  of  suitable  cases,  but  the  scheme  fell  through 
owing  to  the  want  of  accommodation  at  the  Hospital. 

I have  always  thought  that  Districts  should  be  grouped 
together  for  this  purpose,  and  that  it  should  be  a duty  under- 
taken by  the  County.  I have  had  some  experience  in  trying 
to  get  local  authorities  to  unite  in  forming  a joint  Hospital, 
and  immediately  the  subject  is  raised,  a number  of  imaginary 
difficulties  suggest  themselves.  x' 

A case  of  Opthalmia  Neonatorum  (an  inflammation  of 
the  eyes  found  in  infants,  which  if  not  promptly  and  skil- 
fully treated  usually  ends  in  blindness  for  life)  was  notified 
by  one  of  the  Midwives  in  the  District.  I visited  the  case  at 
once,  and  found,  first,  that  it  was  very  serious  ; secondly,  the 
treatment  being  given  was  inadequate  ; and  thirdly,  the 
midwife  had  not  obeyed  the  rule  which  obliges  her  to  send  for 
medical  assistance. 

I called  in  Dr.  Gibb  on  my  own  responsibility,  who 
kindly  undertook  the  charge  of  the  case,  and  I am  glad  to 
say  the  child  ultimately  made  a good  recovery.-  I also 
reported  the  matter  to  Dr.  Paget,  County  Medical  Officer, 
at  the  same  time  pointing  out  that  I had  reported  this  midwife 
on  a former  occasion  for  neglect  in  a similar  case.  Dr.  Paget 
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had  the  matter  thoroughly  investigated  and  ultimately 
reported  to  the  Central  Midwives'  Board.  By  their  orders 
she  was  struck  off  the  roll,  and  forbidden  to  practise  in  the 
future. 

tusing.  1st. — The  number  of  houses  in  the  District  is  given  as 

1,050,  of  these  700  are  for  the  working  classes. 

No  new  houses  have  been  erected  during  the  year  and 
none  are  in  course  of  erection. 

2nd. — The  population  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General 
as  5,520  must  be  considerably  under  the  mark  owing  to  the 
increased  number  employed  in  factories,  five  of  which  have 
been  enlarged  during  the  last  two  years,  the  building  of  a 
large  tannery,  and  the  opening  of  the  Ebbw  A/ ale  Iron  Works 
which  are  expected  to  employ  about  500  men. 

3rd. — (a)  Obviously  there  must  be  a considerable  shortage 
of  houses. 

(b)  In  order  to  deal  with  the  want  your  Council  propose 
building  450  houses,  and  plans  have  been  made  out.  I hope 
to  see  a commencement  made  in  a very  short  time. 


tvercrowding.  Undoubtedly  there  is  a number  of  cases  of  over- 

crowding, but  it  is  quite  impossible  to  take  any  action  in 
existing  circumstances. 

The  standard  of  houses  varies  considerably.  Originally 
an  agricultural  village  with  houses  of  the  type  in  vogue  at 
the  time  they  were  built,  which  I should  say  would  be  about 
the  year  1800  or  earlier  in  some  cases,  are  now  below  the 
modern  standard.  At  some  future  time  they  should  be 
demolished,  but  it  is  a work  that  will  have  to  wait.  Then  we 
have  houses  built  in  the  early  days  of  the  industrial  revolution, 
before  your  town  had  become  an  Urban  District,  when 
bye-laws  were  unknown.  Some  of  these  also  are  of  a low 
standard.  Lastly  we  have  a number  of  streets  of  houses 
built  within  the  last  thirty  years  of  a really  good  class,  and 
let  at  rents  which  working  people  can  afford  to  pay. 

There  is  no  part  of  the  town  that  I should  exactly  describe 
as  an  unhealthy  area,  though  perhaps  Gosham  Road  might 
be  so  classed. 


satisfies 
!>r  Year, 


Number  of  complaints  made  by  Householder 


c.- 


that  they  were  unfit  for  occupation 

...  2 

-Number  of  Houses  inspected 

...  49 

-Unfit  for  habitation  ... 

...  28 

-Repaired  and  made  fit 

...  28 

Closing  Order 

...  None 

Demolition  Order 

...  None 
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Four  houses  were  reported  by  the  Health  Visitor  as 
unfit,  but  they  were  all  cases  standing  on  our  books  waiting 
for  the  builder,  who  stated  the  shortage  of  labour  as  the  reason 
for  delay. 

I do  not  see  how  much  more  can  be  done  to  improve 
existing  houses  until  the  promised  new  ones  are  completed. 
I am  glad  to  be  able  to  point  out  that  your  very  low  death 
rate  indicates  a good  state  of  health,  which  I hope  will  continue. 

I remain, 

Yours  faithfully, 

C.  N.  ELLIOTT, 

/ 

Irthlingborough  Urban  District. 


